
Seven Insights from Mr. Abayomi Carabali on Early Childhood Education 

 

1) Be mothers who always smile 

Mr Carabali told all mothers that he would like them to always be joyful with their children. He used the 

expression, “be a smiling woman (mother)”, and suggested that the whole family, especially the father, 

should take pride the child’s achievements – no matter how big or small. Members of the family should 

always give them praise to cultivate their child’s self-esteem.   

 

2) Adjust to the child’s learning rhythms 

Both parent and children have high and low moments. Occasionally, these mood swings will influence 

the productivity of their work, by either compelling them to work more enthusiastically, or to rest on 

our laurels. This is especially true for young learners. As such, young learners should only be taught 

when they are willing to learn, rather than rigidly following their parent’s timetable, for the sake of 

convenience. In other words, the appropriate time will present itself, only when the child is enthusiastic 

to learn something with interest. Therefore, timing is a very crucial factor in learning.   

 

3) Do not force the child to learn 

Children are genuinely curious about many things. So, take full advantage of their curiosity to accelerate 

their learning curve. Curiosity is also utilised as a method in classroom engagement between students 

and the teacher. The advancement of technology has provided teachers with more creative options to 

engage and attract their student’s interest to learn a school subject. For instance, writing and speaking 

skills can be developed through the deployment of drones outside the classroom to obtain a bird’s eye 

view of beautiful sceneries, and later instruct the students to write and describe what they have seen. It 

is a huge setback for the child’s learning experience if the adult ignores their curiosity, and instead, 

expects them to learn rigidly according to the parents’ own formulated learning system.   

 

4) Be patient with the child 

Young learners enjoy fun and repetitive activities. A good example of such activity is reading stories 

aloud to children. When a child requests for the same book to be read again, mothers should not be 

annoyed and retort with, “not this book again”. To most children, stories are always viewed as 

something fresh and exciting because it brings them beyond the realms of fantasy. Therefore, parents 

should also read with the same sense of excitement, each time the same book is read to their children.   

 



5) Refrain from lending a hand too quickly   

Throughout their life, a child will undergo a process of learning through trial and error. This is crucial for 

young learners to learn from their mistakes through practical experiences. In whatever a child does, it is 

crucially important for parents to refrain from helping their child too quickly, but first, allow them to 

experiment with the matter at hand independently. Independence remains as one of the most 

overlooked skills to cultivate within a child in their process of learning. More often than not, parents 

wish to see tangible results such as their child achieving top grades in class, or receiving awards and 

trophies in competitions and other tangible results alike. Independence is a virtue, which makes it 

intangible, but once it is mastered, the child’s attitude in learning becomes very noticeable in the eyes of 

the parent if they pay close attention to the change.  More importantly, independence builds character 

and confidence from a young age. If parents provide assistance too soon, the child will not learn 

independence and self-reliance.  

 

6) Do not be harsh when the child makes mistakes 

Avoid penalising children whenever they make mistakes in learning. As a general rule, it is always more 

important for a child to feel good when they are working on a task.  Parents should praise and commend 

them for their achievements. This approach teaches them to handle failure in a positive light, which 

becomes very useful in adulthood to manage the ups and downs of life with a healthy mindset. Through 

constant practise and repetition, the child will learn from their failures and eventually succeed.  

 

7) Do not worry if the child experiences difficulty in learning 

Each child learns at a different pace and method. Life is all about learning. Education is learning. This 

requires patience on part of the parents to explore different methods of learning that is best suited for 

their child.  As long as adults play their part to nurture and continue to have faith in their child, little by 

little, breakthrough in their learning will start to happen. 

 

 


